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Firm obtains $4M for family of teen killed by police

Shots killed 16-year-old
armed only with steak knife

HIGHLAND TWP, Two  Oakland
County Deputies shot and Kitled 16 year-old
Christopher Dirypen inside his home wiole
Dirvpen's father, mother and sister stood oet-
side om June 220 2003, The deputies claimed
the shooting  was justified  because
Christopher churged up the stairs at them with
w knife. The family hired Olsman, Mueller &
lames, PC.. o represent them in o wrongful
deatly sull agaihst the deputies in Oakiand
County,  Attorneys  Jules  Olsman  apd
Waolfzang Mueller relied an the physical o
dence at the scene 1o prove that Chmstopher
was never on the stirs when he was shot o
death, The defendants seitled oul-of-court Tor
54 million, one month before the case was set
by 2o Lo Urral

The case arose when the Oakland County

Sheriifs  Departmen
responded o thie Devpen
home  afier  Deborah
Drvpen called for med-
fcal st W lake
hier son 1o the hospital
becuuse he was acting
errateally. When the
deputies armived, they

wepe inforimed  that
Wolfgang Dirypen sulfered  from
Mueller bipolar disorder. They

were told there were nio
fiearms o Uee hoose, bud that Drypen may have
i sho sieak knife in his possession. They wene
specifically told that conversing with Drypen
would only mabke matters worse, and that 3
special response team. cquipped with non-letal
weapons, including a Taser, was on the wav o
the house.
Despite this knowledge: the deputies
positioned themselves inside the Drypen home

at the wop ol o long stairway, and atlemnpted w
call Drvpen w the seeps. One minie alier
calling for Drvpen a second mme, the officers
fired 2 total of 18 shos at the teen while he
stowad @t the bottom of the stairs.

The key o winning the case was using
physical evidence 1o show the defendams’
version of the shooting wus inconsistent with
the faces: Blood spatter and bullet evidence
conclusively showed that Drypen was nol
climbing the stairs at the tme he was shot.
This was corroborated by Quaklond County’s
W OTIME seene reconstruction expert, who
advninted there was oo physical evidence o
support the detendants' claim that Christaphe:
wis charging at them with a knife when they
began showting.

Moreover, attorneys Obsman and Muoeller
were ahle o show the defendans’ mgor
delenses — namely “swicide by cop” and
"hlamne the parents” — were unsubstantialed by
the known research on bipolar disorder,

Verdicts and settlements

S, L0

and strangulation:
S A30.000 Aweard tor S5cyvear-old woman
struck by a snow plow al o gas station resuli-
g in severd reflex svmpathetic dvserophy.

RO, 000 Verdict arnising oul of
wronglul death of 81-yvear-old individ-
wal as a result of pressure oleers

incurred ina hospital setting.

S1,250,000

arm of 19-year-old woman due 1o being struck

by passenger airbag,

Wronglul death of 82-vear-old resident of aduls
foster care facility as a resull of improper use of a
Posey vestresiraint resulting i asphyxiation

Permanent paralysis of right

4,350,000

her bed.

as a result of a drunk driver

S565,000

asoa result of posittonal asphyxa caused by her

entanglement in the side rail of a pressure reliev-
ing bed in @ nursing home.

SRO2.500
Th-vear-old assisted living resident who fell

Settlement on behalf of & woman severely injured

who was rendered intoxicated

while dining at a large restaurant,

Wirongful death of 94 year-old woman

Subdural hematoma sustamed by

striking her head resulting in the loss of her abil-
ity to walk,

FR62.500 — Seutlement for 6o-year-old individual
i a nursing home who asphyxiated in the side rails of
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Jules B. Olsman, Esq.

ules B, Olsman s one of Michigan's
.J]ﬂ'f.micr attorneys in the arca of nursing
home newligence and vulnerable adult
abuse, Olsman was led to the specialty as he
cared for his mother in her later vears.

"1 oained substantial imsizght into demen-
tia andd sl ssues ivolved in taking care of
someong 10 thal sitution.” Olsman said.
When he began fighting for the righis of the
elderly n 1986, he was o poneer,

"Virtually no other lawyer in the statwe
would take a case with an elderly plaintiff
hecause they believed they meant nothing in
terms of verdicts or setllements because of
their aee.” Olsman sawd. "The pendulum has
completely shifted 1o the last 20 years,
Families of older people injured as a result
of preventable harm or injury will no longer
just write thit off and 1gnore it

Because of Olsman's expertise, Governor
Giranholm appointed him to the Governor's
Task Force on Elder Abuse in June, The
newly lormed group 1s charged with ident-
fving resources and chanoes in law that will
assist mn the prevention of elder abuise.

"My purpose on that task force is 1o ry o
strengthen the laws for senlors and people in
long term carc. assisted livine and adualy
foster care, and o provide meaninglul
sanctions and recovery [or people who have
heen harmed undel
CHsman sand,

Axosenmtor partner of Olsman. Mueller &
James, Olsman also handles medical mal-

thase conditions.”

prictice, police misconduct and a wide vari
ety of personal injury ¢laims.

Some of his more notable cases include
Agent Orange. breast implant and  Vioxx
litigation.

Just as active outside the courtroom,
Olsman 15 past president of the Michigan
Trial Lawyers Assaciation and a member of
the Board of Governors of the Association
of Tral Lawwvers of America. He is a past
chair of the ATLA Nursing Home Litigation
Group, and  past member of the
Representative Assembly of the State Bar of
Michigan. He currently serves as a member
af  the Swate Bar's  Civil
Committee and 1s a4 member of  the
Megligpence Law Section Couneil.

Procedure

Olsman Appointed
to Statewide Task Force |

Governor Jennifer Granholm
appointed Jules B. Olsman to the
Governor's Task Force on Elder
Abuse in June. The group is
charged with identifying
resources and changes in law that
will assist in the prevention of
elder abuse.

Olsman has leciured frequently around
the United States an topics invoelving
nursing home and assisted living litgation
and proof of damages In cases involving
elderly plaintiffs, He has awthored articles
that have appeared in Trigl magazing, the
Stete Bor of Michigen Jowrna! and Miclilsan
Lavwvers Weekly,

He is the edivor of Liens in the Michican
Personal hijury Case, and serves as a board
Cinzens: for
Michigan, Olsman 13 a 1978 graduate of
Detroit College of Law and a 1975 araduate
of Wayne State University,

member of Better Cuare in



Firm takes nursing home
death to Supreme Court

M atherine Humt was 66 years old

when she entered the Oakpointe

S Villa nursing home in Dewoit. Six

months later, she was dead. According w

her nicee und caregiver Denise Bryant, Hung

sulfocured alier she became entangled in the
bed rails pn March 4, 1997,

"Nobody was waiching,” Bryant said. "l
ericves my hearl o this day,”

Appatled by her aunt's untimely death,
Bryunt refused tw allow Hunt o became
another forgoeten victim of oursing home
ahuse und neglect. She
called  the  frm of
Csman,  Mueller &
Tames,

"I wanted a liw firm
experienced in nursing
home  abose  and
neglect,” Bryvant said,
"The same level of
attention Jules Clsman
rave me when we firsd
spoke on the phone
wirs the same level of
attention he gave this

casc through the seven Denise Bryant holds a photo of
yedrs that he had il her aunt, the late Catherine Hunt.

The gquality did  not
diminish.”

Catherine Hunt's case eventually waorked
its way 1o the Michigan Supreme Court,
where judeges made the landmark ruling that
her death was caused by negligence — not
malpractice. [t was a precedent-setting dis-
tinction.. because the cap on damages that
miay be awarded for malpractice does not
exist i cases of negligence

"Mursing homes and insurance compi-
mies can no longer run and hide under the
umbrella of malpractice.” Bryant said. "This
case will benefit families of nursing home
residents for years to come who are abused.
neglected and even safter death in Michigan
nursing homes.”

Looking back, Bryant saw signs of
neglect when it came to her aunt und other
residents at Oakpointe Villa. Their personal
possessions were not protected. They were
often exposed to extreme heat or cold: They
were left hunery when meals came laie, or
soaked in their own urine. Brvam atirbuoted
the problems to understalfing.

"The aides have so many mouths 1o feed,

they jam the Tood down their mouth so they
can gel 1o the onext resident,” she said, 1
learned that even with day-to-day visits it is
still difficult to know what all goes on with
your loved one when youw are not there,

She also hlamed o lack of aceountahility,
as the state's oversight hody didn't have o
micins W0 track complaints, of enough agenls
Lo investigate them: Brvant has made it her
mission o change thal,

Catherine Hunt was 4 modest, soli-spoken
waorman who worked more than 30 years as.4
housekeeper far o prominent physician,
Whan her sister died,
Hunt  cared  tor  her
children
Denise Bryant included

along with her own.

When Hunt became
plagued with dementia,
Bryanl guit a lucrative
joob o cure for her until
her  24-hour  needs
hecame overwhelming

Bryant persisted in
liling complains with
the state, and has estab-
lished o standardized
complaint form that has
since been made avail-
able at every nuresing home and health care
facility i the stie. The formy ensures i
wiinesses o neglect have a voice, and that the
stabe can track complaings, Brvant festified
before the Senate Commitlee on Aging in
Washingon 1O, aceompanied by Olsman
atiorney  Bandy  Wallace, and  recently
published a book Jov in the Fire: My Love for
Cuathering. about her aunt's life, untimely
death, and her battle for nursing home Justice.
She contributed S200,0000 of her undisclosed
settlement o establish The Catherine Hunt
Foundation. which will provide non-emer
gency ransportation o the elderly, disabled
and nursing home residents.

The Michigan Siale Bar Association
Elder Law Scction has simee established an
annual Catherine Hunt Advocacy Award.
Bryant credits Olsman, Mueller & James
with helping the fight in her aunt's name.

“Jules sman stood  strong an the
principle ol the case and T can tell that this
is a passion of his. not just a job.” she suid.

sister’s

WHERE TO
COMPLAIN

NURSING HOMES

State of Michigan Burean of Health Systems

Complaint Division
(R00) 882-6006
www.michigan zoviBHS

Citizens For Better Care
(nbh) SR3-9343
www,chomiorg

NURSING HOME
ADMINISTRATORS
(517) 2419234

PHYSHCTANS
(S17) 3739190
REGISTERED NURSES &

LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES
{5171 335-0198

ADULT HOMES FOR THE AGED &
ADULT FOSTER CARE
CHTice of Children & Adult Licensing
Lansing, M1 48909
(B06) B36-0120

LOWCAL POLICE
IF von suspect assault
or phvsical abuse

WHAT TO DO

It yvou suspect your loved one
has been injured or abused in a
nursing home or other long term
care facility:

. Get  legal advice. Call

o« Olsman, Mueller & Jumnes
immediately. Delay can result in
the: destruction  or  loss  of
important evidence or expiration
of the time period during which
legal action may be taken,

. Make a complaint. 1T the

o Lacility mvolved is o nursing
home, you can call Citizens For
Better Care a1 (313) 832-6387, or
you can lile a formal complaini
with the State of Michizan
Bureau of Health Care by calling
(800) BR2-6066.

Help is  available. Call
(sman, Mueller & James

for a free consultation.



